
Bio Therapeutics, Education And research Foundation
Board of Directors Meeting

M  I  N  U  T  E  S

Date: June 14, 2003
Time: 8:20 a.m.
Location: University of California, Irvine

Med Surge II, Room 388B

Members Present
Ronald A. Sherman, M.D. (Chair)
Samuel G. Kohn
Randall L. Sullivan, R.N.
Pam Mitchell (Via Telephone)
Sharon Mendez, R. N. (Via Telephone)

Members absent
None

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Ronald A. Sherman at 8:20 a.m. The minutes from the April 19, 2003 board meeting were
approved as written. 

Agenda Items Discussion Conclusion/Recommendation Follow-up

Greetings Dr. Sherman extended greeting to members
present.

Members returned greetings. None

Presentation of Meeting
Agenda

Dr. Sherman proposed the meeting agenda. Members accepted the
meeting agenda.

None



Agenda Items Discussion Conclusion/Recommendation Follow-up

Chairman Report Dr. Sherman provided an update to the
development of the foundation �s web page.
Dr. Sherman met with a UCI Professor in the
computer science dept , who accepted the
Foundation � s  web page design as an elective
class assignment.

Computer Science students
will work with us on the
design of our web page. This
project will be a part of their
class assignment (if they
choose it).

Additional update
will be provided at
our July 2003
meeting.

Finance Committee Report Mr. Samuel Kohn reported that he and Dr.
Sherman would be going to the bank today
to open an account  for the foundation.

None Follow-up will be
provided at the July
Meeting.



Agenda Items Discussion Conclusion/Recommendation Follow-up

Grants Committee Both Sharon Mendez and Pam Mitchell
identified prospective community members to
join the Grants Committee. Ms. Sharon
Mendez proposed Joanne Preston, whose
resume was previously submitted to the
Chair. Attributes include experience with
grant writing and funding.  Ms. Pam Mitchell
proposed Barbara Park, a research nurse with
extensive experience in wound care,
including maggot therapy. Both nominees
were highly praised by Board members who
knew them. Discussion followed concerning
how their respective talents and experiences
could compliment those already among the
Board members, and how the Foundation
might benefit from the nominees � expertise.

There was a discussion regarding renaming
the Grant Committee, to better reflect its
activities: in addition to creating grants
programs, the committee will help to propose
and direct other Foundation programs. It was
agreed that we should not have two separate
committees (one for grants, the other for
Foundation programs in general) because a)
grants should be integrated with the overall
programmatic design; b) the Foundation has
no money to concern itself too much with
grants at  the present t ime, anyway.

A motion was made,
seconded, and unanimously
approved to invite Ms. Joanne
Preston to join the Grants
Committee as the community
(non-Board) member.

A motion was made,
seconded, and unanimously
accepted to rename the
 � Grants Committee �  to the
 � Programs and Grants
Committee, �  and to reflect
that change in the Bylaws.

Ms. Mended will
invite Ms..Joanne
Preston to  join the
Grants Committee.

None.

Updated Bylaws will
be circulated by
Chair.



Agenda Items Discussion Conclusion/Recommendation Follow-up

Personnel Committee Dr. Sherman mailed notices to a variety of
places, in search of volunteers to participate
(assist with) Foundation activities. No
responses have yet been received. 

Assistance from Board
members may be needed with
this activity. 

A status report will
be given at  the July
2003 Board
meeting.

The  � BeTER LeTTER �  
Newsletter

It was proposed that the Foundation have a
newsletter, perhaps names  � The BeTER
LeTTER. �   The newsletter might qualify for
grant support from the Entomology Society
Foundation or from the National Science
Foundation, depending upon the newsletter �s
design and audience. Board members
discussed the value of such a newsletter, with
or without a grant. 

The Programs and Grants
Committee, along with the
Chair, will continue to explore
the feasibility of the
newsletter. 

A status report will
be given at  the July
2003 Board
meeting. Decision
regarding whether or
not to pursue the
BeTER LeTTER
and/or seek grant
support will be made
at that time.

Staff and Patient Education It was proposed that the Foundation support
the development of educational materials for
patients and therapists, beginning in the field
of maggot therapy, to address the mission of
 � biotherapy education. �  The chair has made
contact with a young producer who may be
able to create video-training materials at low
cost. 

The members agreed that
videotape or CD education
and training would advance
the mission of the Foundation,
and would be a potential
source of Foundation revenue,
once with project were paid-
off.

The chair will make
further contact with
the potential
producer, and share
additional
information as it
becomes available.



Agenda Items Discussion Conclusion/Recommendation Follow-up

Letter of Support for a
grant proposal to NIH, for a
Clinical Study of maggot
therapy for treating diabetic
foot ulcers

The Board discussed and considered a
request from Dr. Sherman - as a University
of California, Irvine researcher - that the
Foundation offer to support his NIH grant
proposal in the following ways: a) offer to
provide 2 copies of a patient educational
videotape and 2 copies of a therapists
training videotape to each of the 5 sites
involved in the multi-center clinical study; b)
offer to house a back-up colony of flies, in
case of catastrophe to the study colony; c)
offer to assist with finding resources for lab
or office space and administrative support,
should those services as currently promised
by the University become unavailable. The
Board agreed that this proposal would be a
mutually beneficial arrangement. Foundation
support would improve chance of NIH
funding; the Foundation would benefit by  a)
advancement of its educational program
specifically and its standing and recognition
in the community, in general; b) no additional
expense for the housing of a back-up colony,
since the space required is 1 cubic foot of
insecticide-free area, currently provided at
the Chair �s home (Foundation location); c)
opportunity for Foundation to increase
involvement with the study, if the University
is unable to meet its administrat ive
obligations, and should the Foundation
decide at that time to do so.

The Board unanimously
approved the support of Dr.
Sherman �s proposed Clinical
Study, as described, and
approved the drafted Letter of
Support, as proposed. It was
understood that  the
Foundation is under no
obligation by this letter to
provide space or other
facilities for the study, should
the University Sponsor fail to
meet its obligations; the
Foundat ion is promising only
to assist with finding
alternative resources, should
such an event occur. 

Dr. Sherman will
report on the status
of the grant
proposal, when he
hears back from the
NIH.



Agenda Items Discussion Conclusion/Recommendation Follow-up

Next meeting scheduled The next meeting was scheduled for: July 19,
2003 at 8:a.m. 
Location: University of California, Irvine - 
Med Surge II, Room 388B

All members believe they will
be able to attend.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at : 9:45 a.m.

The minutes were recorded by: Ms. Randall Sullivan, Secretary.      

Noted and Approved by Ronald A. Sherman, Chair__________________________


